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Introduction 
In this report I am going to examine what went wrong during the investigation and if the 

investigation was unfair towards the defendant. In the case in question a young woman was 

murdered and a man has been found guilty; however the case brought against him was done so with 

many errors making the investigation unfair. We are reviewing this case as we believe the person in 

question deserves the right to a retrial based on a poorly executed trial and investigation. 

AC1.1 Personnel Involved 

Criminal Profiler 
A criminal profiler will assess the evidence found in a crime and review the crime scene. They will 

then formulate a profile of a criminal and produce judgments on what may have happened at the 

crime scene and why a crime may have occurred. They can work alongside detectives whilst 

investigating the case and could also assist prosecutors when presenting the case in court. 

A criminal profile is brought onto a case when the detectives are unsure of a suspect or when they 

need to narrow down the suspect pool; this may be due to a large amount of people at the scene of 

a crime when it took place, or a large amount of people who are believed to have a motive. By 

creating a profile of a criminal it can make the investigation easier as the detectives can look into 

people who match what the profile says.  

A criminal profiler, also known as a criminal psychologist, was brought onto this case as a profile of 

the criminal was needed. This was due to lack of evidence when the investigation first started.  From 

the profile the criminal psychologist produced, a man was arrested and he became the main suspect 

in the case and more DNA evidence was found at the suspect’s house. 

CSI- Crime Scene Investigation 
The crime scene investigation team will work at a crime scene collecting evidence and they will 

secure a crime scene. This is done by taking precautions to prevent cross contamination, whether 

damage and other factors that could make evidence found unreliable. It is their job to ensure that all 

evidence at that crime scene is found and is handled in an appropriate manner. 

They are brought in at all crime scenes where evidence is needed to be collected. They are in charge 

of all evidence gathering and preservation meaning they are a major part of any criminal case. 

They were brought in on this case as there was a lot of evidence to be collected at the crime scene. 

The evidence collected was a large part of the investigation which resulted in a man being found 

guilty of the crime. 

Pathologist 
A pathologist will conduct a post-mortem examination to find the causes of death. These 

examinations will also reveal if there was any underlying factors that may have contributed to a 

death. During a case they will present all findings in a court of law. 

A pathologist will be brought into a criminal investigation when a death has occurred. They will also 

be brought in when the cause of death is not clear or the detectives have reason to believe that the 

most obvious cause of death may not have been the one that killed a victim. (E.g. A person may have 
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been stabbed but the stab wound may not have been fatal, however they may have had a drug 

overdose which was the reason they died.) The reports and findings produced by a pathologist may 

change how a suspect gets charged. 

The pathologist was brought onto this case as it involved a murder and the cause of death needed to 

be investigated. After the findings of the pathologist it became clear that the woman had been the 

victim of a frenzied attack. 

Detective 
A detective is a member of the criminal investigation department, also known as CID, and will review 

all evidence presented to them in a case to link a suspect with a crime. This is done by piecing 

together all information they may have on a suspect and on a crime and making a connection. The 

connection could be based on previous offences, social upbringing and/ or any mental issues.  

A detective will be involved in all criminal investigations, going in-depth with the investigation. A 

detective will be the one to present suspects and will have access to all parts of a criminal 

investigation. All findings during the investigation will go to a detective who will then produce a case 

to present in court. 

A detective was brought into this case as an investigation was needed to find the suspect. The 

detective’s job in this case was to ensure they were pursuing the correct suspect by reviewing all 

evidence presented to them. 

Forensics 
A forensics team will analyse and interpret all data involved with a case. This mainly involves all DNA 

evidence. They will also identify any problems that may affect a case and provide solutions when 

needed. They also produce forensic casework that can be used in court as a testimony. 

A forensics team will be brought onto a case when evidence is the key factor that may result in a 

case being solved. All information found by the forensic team will be used in a case and in some 

occasions they may be needed to provide a court testimony when it is required. 

Forensics was brought onto this case as one main piece of evidence was DNA found on a scarf. The 

scarf was found at the suspect’s house and had traces of the victim's DNA. After an examination 

from the forensics team they were able to find this information out. This evidence was then brought 

against the suspect in court. 

CSM- Crime Scene Manager 
A crime scene manager, or CSM, has the responsibility of supervising a crime scene and ensure all 

procedures are in place. These procedures are to ensure the safety of the personnel during the 

investigation and to ensure the crime scene is kept in the way it was found, preventing cross 

contamination and other factors they may make evidence unreliable. A CSM will also prioritise all 

evidence that is required. (E.g. in a murder case, the murder weapon may be the main priority) 

A crime scene manager is involved when a full crime scene investigation is in place and when lots of 

personnel are involved in the investigation. This is so that all areas of the investigation are done at 

the right time and to prevent human error.  
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A crime scene manager was brought onto this case as a full investigation was needed. With lots of 

personnel involved with the investigation, it is easy for something to go wrong and procedures not 

to be followed; however with a crime scene manager in place this will prevent that. 

CPS- Crown Prosecution Service 
The crown prosecution service, also known as the CPS, will review a full case and come to a 

conclusion as to if a suspect should be charged. They are the only ones who have the power to 

prosecute a suspect. 

The CPS is brought in once enough evidence is collected and brought against a suspect. The police 

must have reason to believe that a suspect is guilty for the crown prosecution service to charge 

them.  

After many months of investigation the CPS was brought onto this case as they were presented with 

a large amount of evidence brought against the suspect. The CPS then advised the police to charge 

the suspect with murder meaning he would then go to court. 

CJS- Criminal Justice Service 
The criminal justice service, or CJS, is all the personnel involved in a criminal investigation. This could 

be anyone from the police to the courts.  

AC1.2 Investigation Techniques 

Intelligence Database 
The intelligence database in the UK holds information of every person processed. This includes 

fingerprints, DNA, names and addresses. This information is collected during any questioning and/or 

interviews regarding the case.  

Positives and Negatives 
By holding information of everyone this can link current cases to historical ones; however the 

electronic database was only created in 1995. Prior to this all information was paper based meaning 

any information before the database was created will be archived. When looking at cases archived 

information could be overlooked.  

By having an electronic database all information held can be shared between all police forces 

nationally and internationally. However receiving information can take a lot of time and in turn will 

make a case last longer; costing more money.  

The intelligence database records key information on everyone questioned regarding a case. 

Although this means that they can have a wider range of a suspect pool, it also means that people 

who have been found innocent will have their information on record. This could then drag them into 

other cases; even if they are not involved.  

Link and Relevance to Case 
When looking at the case we see that the police used the intelligence database to find a known 

offender. This offender then became the main suspect in the case. After receiving a profile of the 

suspect from a criminal profile the police searched their database a found the man in question. This 

was relevant to the case as the man arrested had previous convictions against women. 
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Interviews 
An interview takes place when a person is brought in for questioning regarding a case. All interviews 

are recorded and are a key part of an investigation. 

Positives and Negatives 
Whilst an interview is taking place it can give a suspect time to confess if they were involved. This 

can then be central to the success of an investigation. However anyone brought into questioning has 

the right to remain silent throughout. This will then mean that the police will receive little, if any, 

information regarding the case. 

Interviews are also a way to save time and money, if a suspect cooperates. By having a successful 

interview, the police may not have to take other routes into an investigation, and the case could 

progress straight onto court. On the other hand, when a person is brought into questioning they may 

lie about what they are saying. This could lead an investigation down the wrong path and may in 

turn allow someone who is guilty be let off as innocent.  

Link and Relevance to Case 
During the case the suspect was interviewed on two occasions. Both times the suspect refused to 

comment. After the first interview, after giving no comment, along with little evidence, the suspect 

was released on bail and the case was prolonged several months. The interview was relevant to the 

case as the suspect refused to comment meaning he had nothing to back up his side of the story in 

court.  

Eye Witness 
An eye witness is someone who viewed the crime first hand or viewed parts of the crime; this could 

be the suspect at the scene of the crime before and/or after the crime had taken place. An eye 

witness statement can be a turning point for any case and can lead to many arrests throughout an 

investigation. 

Positives and Negatives 
An eye witness statement can go into a lot more detail than other forms of evidence (e.g. CCTV). 

However if a witness comes forward a long time after a crime has taken place they may have 

forgotten or their judgement may have changed. Also if a witness comes forward after a media 

appeal has taken place, one that included a description on the suspect, their judgement may change 

on who they saw.  

After giving a statement a witness is entitled to support if they feel worried about the consequences. 

This support includes things such as witness protection, counselling or a police escort. However 

these services are expensive and can only be offered if funding and time allow so witnesses may not 

always receive the help they need. 

A witness statement can be taken at any place and at any time. Meaning a witness can feel more 

comfortable when speaking to the police. On the other hand people can be easily manipulated and 

may lie on a witness statement. An example of this could be if they know the suspect, they may 

change their statement to deter police from the actual suspect.  

Link and Relevance to Case 
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At the start of the investigation in the park a witness came forward and told the officers he had seen 

someone in the park earlier that night acting suspiciously. The witness became the key witness in the 

investigation and also informed the police of the trainers the suspect was wearing on the night in 

question.  

The eye witness statement was relevant to the case as the police were able to find the trainers 

described by the witness at the suspect’s house. After examination DNA was found on the trainers 

and they became a key piece of evidence.  

Observation 
An observation is taken place when the police spend time observing a suspect and/or an area of a 

crime. This can be done in many ways such as CCTV, social media and police in an area.  

Positives and Negatives 
By doing an observation it can give police time to study a suspect and give them a first-hand view. 

This could then lead to a decision being made if they should be brought into questioning and/or 

charged with a crime. However an observation can be costly and can take up a large amount of time.  

If police presence is known by a suspect, then it could deter them from committing a crime. An 

example of this would be police officers at a festival. If a person sees the officers they may be less 

likely to commit a crime. This also presents a problem; if a suspect knows they are under observation 

then they may be more careful about committing a crime and/or they may wait until the police are 

not watching them to commit the crime.  

Link and Relevance to Case 
Observation was used in this case as police officers befriended the suspect on Facebook in an 

attempt to make him confess.  This was done so the police could build a case against the man in 

question. This was relevant as it meant that the police could have an inside look as to what the 

suspect got up to in his free time and also gave them a first-hand view as to his behaviour online.  

AC1.3 Evidence Collection 

Testimonial Evidence 
Testimonial evidence is anything spoken. This can be a victim/ witness statement, court experts and 

Interviews. This evidence will be recorded and then wrote down in an appropriate format. Some 

types of testimonial evidence may have to be handwritten by the person providing the evidence. 

Physical Evidence 
Physical evidence is anything that can be handheld. This can include anything from physical 

materials, forensic evidence (DNA), injuries on a victim and/or suspect and weapons. Physical 

evidence has a strict process it must go through when being collected. 
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Evidence Collection Process 

 

Before 
Before any physical evidence is collected the crime scene must be preserved to prevent any cross 

contamination. The forensic team will then come in and take pictures of the crime scene to 

document how it looked when they arrived. 

Collection 
There are different forms of collection dependent on the type of evidence. Some of these include 

paper bags and air tight containers. The evidence will be collected in the appropriate way to prevent 

any cross contamination.  

Then each bit of evidence must be labelled correctly with all necessary information. It must be 

signed and dated by the person collecting the evidence as well as a description of the evidence 

collected and where it was found.  

Transfer 
The first responding officer is in charge of the transportation of all evidence from a crime scene to 

the place it is being stored. They must ensure it arrives safely and is correctly organized. 

Storage 
After the first responding officer has transported the evidence, they are in charge of ensuring it is 

stored correctly. If not stored properly the evidence may become contaminated and will become 

useless in the case. 

Analysis 
The analysis of the evidence is done in specific areas by professionals. They will then write up a 

report that includes all of their findings.  

Evidence Found at Case 

Physical Evidence 
The following is evidence found and where it was found: 

Blue NIKE trainers 
The trainers were described by a witness how saw the suspect prior to the murder. They were then 

later retrieved at the suspect’s house. 

Red Scarf 
The red scarf was handed into the police a few days after the murder by a member of the public. 

After further examination DNA found on the scarf matched that of the suspect. 

Analysis 

Storage 

Transfer 

Collection 

Before 
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Footprints 
Footprints were found at the park near the crime scene. Impressions of these footprints were taken 

and after investigation by the forensics team they found that the footprints matched those left by 

the blue NIKES. 

Stab wounds 
After an autopsy was done on the victim we found that she suffered multiple stab wounds, of which 

were the cause of death. 

Testimonial Evidence 
The following is evidence collected and where it was collected from: 

Witness statement 
A witness statement was taken at the scene of the crime by a local man. He stated to have seen the 

suspect in question that day acting suspiciously at the park. The witness statement was written up in 

a police notebook. The witness was the one who originally told the police a description of the blue 

NIKES. 

Expert reports 
There were many different reports including an autopsy report and a profile of the suspect (created 

by a criminal profiler). These reports were produced after the crime had taken place and were 

created during the investigation.  

The autopsy report showed the police that the victim's’ cause of death was the stab wounds. 

The profile led the police to the main suspect, along with the intelligence database. The profile 

meant that the police were able to narrow their search.  

Impacts on the Case 

Weather Report 
The weather report for that day shows that at the time of the murder it had been raining. This 

means vital evidence like DNA could have been washed away. However due to the rain it meant that 

the ground was soft, leaving an accurate footprint for the police to get an impression off. 

Witness Statement 
The main witness in the case ended up changing his initial statement when in court. He was also 

asked to pick the suspect out of a police line-up however this was after the media had shown 

pictures of the suspect. This could have impacted the witnesses’ choice as he already had a picture 

of what the suspect looked like.  

During questioning in court the witness claimed he had seen the man before however was unable to 

describe any key features about this man. He also claimed to have only seen the man’s face for a 

split second. Meaning he was unable to get a clear look at the suspect. He also stated it was 4 

months after the initial crime that he picked the man out of the identity parade. In this time he 

would have forgotten any defining features of the suspect. 

Evidence Handling 
In the document received by the forensic science service it states that their purpose was to 

“determine if there is any scientific evidence to assist in addressing the issue of whether or not there 
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is any material to link him (the suspect) to the crime.” So from the start the forensic team was not 

looking for any other evidence. Meaning they could have overlooked if there was any other DNA 

present other than that of the suspect.  

AC 1.4 Individuals Rights 
Within a criminal case everyone involved has individual rights which will affect the way they are 

treated throughout the case. If these rights are not met then an individual may be able to refuse to 

speak and/or give statements. 

Victim 
A victim is someone who may have been affected by a crime. A victim does not have to be present in 

court to give their victim statement, however they do have the right to be given a representative 

and/or they can give evidence in court via a video link. A victim has the right to be kept anonymous 

by the media and have the right to be supported by legal agencies. A victim has the right to be kept 

informed on regards to the progression of the case and to be told when the offender will be released 

from prison if a case progresses that far.  

If a victim feels the case was carried out unfairly they have the right to appeal any decisions made 

and have a right to seek a review of a verdict. If the victim feels it necessary they may also have the 

right to claim compensations.  

Witness 
A witness in a case is someone who may have seen an action occur and may be needed to give a 

statement. As a witness, their rights include being able to claim any expenses for any travel 

necessary and can claim for loss of earnings. A witness also has the right to a point of contact with 

whom then can consult if any information regarding the case is needed; this could be the 

progression of the case, and/or any information regarding the case.  

As a witness the right to be treated fairly and with dignity must be acknowledged at all times. A 

witness may also have the right to protection if they are deemed to be vulnerable or intimidated at 

any point throughout the investigation. 

Suspect 
A suspect in a case is an individual who the police believe to have been involved within a crime. A 

suspect can be held for a maximum of 24 hours for a standard arrest, 72 hours for an indictable 

offence (ie. murder) or 28 days if a suspect is believed to be involved with terrorism. Whilst being 

held a suspect may have to undergo many interviews; a suspect has the right to break from an 

interview every 4 hours.  They also have the basic human right to food and water; failure to provide 

a suspect with these, it may reduce their mind functions.  

A suspect has the right to a legal defence, and also to give no comment during an interview. If 

needed, the suspect has to right to medical care and/or medication. During a criminal investigation, 

a suspect has the right to a phone call; this gives them the opportunity to inform someone of their 

arrest. However, if the police feel that the phone call may interfere with a case, they may take the 

phone call for you. Upon being arrested, a suspect has the right to know why they have been 

arrested and to know what they are being charged with. 
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Police 
The police work under the PACE act of 1984 and can be also known as the police and criminal 

evidence act.  The PACE act can be separated into two sections, each section granting the police 

different rights.  

The first section gives the police the right to stop and search a person and/or a vehicle in a public 

place if they believe they will find certain items. These items include such things as: offensive 

weapons, stolen property, other prohibited items (ie. drugs) and/or items that have been made or 

adapted for the use in criminal behaviour.  

Under the second section, before a search takes place, an officer must identify himself, providing his 

police number, name and the state of station in which they are based and must provide a suspect 

with the reason in which they are being searched.  

AC 2.1 CPS Requirements 
The CPS, also known as the crown prosecution service, will take charge of a case once the police 

believe they have found enough evidence against a suspect. The CPS has five main roles: the first is 

to advise the police on what they should charge a suspect with. Also they must review a case that 

has been presented to them by the police and prepare it for court.  They must present the case in 

court and then decide whether a suspect should be prosecuted.  

Full Code Test 
Before a suspect can be charge the CPS must do a full code test to determine if they feel a person 

should be charged with an offence. This is then separated into three separate tests; the evidence 

test, the public interest test and the threshold test.  

Evidence Test 
The evidence test centres on there being substantial evidence against a suspect. This evidence must 

be reliable, sufficient and non-admissible. The CPS must also believe that a judge and jury will find a 

suspect guilty.  

Public Interest Test  
The CPS must also conduct a public interest test to see if a suspect should be charged with an 

offence. Factors are set out for and against a suspect being charged; these are done so to aid the 

CPS in their decision. Factors such as ‘the offence has involved a weapon’ and/or ‘the offence was 

motivated by discrimination’, contribute the factors in favour of a prosecution. Whereas, factors 

such as ‘the suspect has put right the loss or harm that was caused’ and/or ‘the offence was 

committed as a result of a mistake or genuine misunderstanding’, contribute to the against 

prosecutions.  

Threshold Test 
The threshold test is done after the Full Code test fails and there is not another evidence to charge a 

person. However if the CPS determine that the suspect may still have been involved in a crime and 

they may present a threat to the public, the CPS may so go on and apply the public interest test. 
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AC 2.2 The Trial Process 

 

Bail 
Bail can be given to a person after they have been charged with a crime. There are two types of bail 

that can be granted to a person: conditional and unconditional. 

Conditional 

If a person is granted with conditional bail they must follow a set of conditions. If these conditions 

are not followed, a person will be put into prison to wait for the court hearing. Conditional bail is 

given to someone if they have been given bail if the police and the CPS believe they are not a harm 

to society, however are likely to reoffend. An example of when someone would be granted 

conditional bail is a shoplifter; they may not be harm to society, however one of the conditions may 

be that they are not allowed into shopping centres. 

Unconditional 

If a person is granted with unconditional bail they are able to carry on with their life until the court 

hearing. 

A person may not be given bail if they have committed an indictable offence, such as murder, armed 

robbery or rape, if they have pervious serious crime convictions and/or is the police believe they will 

continue committing. A person may also not be granted bail if the police and the CPS believe them 

to be a flight risk; this means that they may not turn up to court and/or may flee from their town or 

city. 

Pre-trial 
A pre-trial allows solicitors, barristers and any victims involved in the case to go before a judge to 

receive and share information regarding a criminal case.  

Plea Hearing/Bargaining 
A plea hearing happens in criminal offences and is when an offender agrees to plead guilty to a 

lesser sentence. This can prevent a full crown court hearing. This most often occurs when there is a 
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testimony against a co-conspirator or if a lesser charge is offered due to the difficulty of proving a 

greater charge.  

Courts 
There are four courts in the English legal system: the Magistrates Court, the Crown Court, the Court 

of Appeal and the Supreme Court. 

Magistrates Court 

First of all a case will be presented to the magistrate’s court. This is the lowest level in the criminal 

system. Here the case will be reviewed by three magistrates who will decide the verdict and 

sentence. In the magistrates court all summary offences and some trial either way offences can be 

settled and sentenced, meaning they will not need to be reviewed in court again unless a person 

would like to appeal the decision made by the magistrates. 

If the magistrates agree the sentence should be above 6 months imprisonment, the case has to be 

sent to the crown court. Previously, this would also be the case if the decision was a fine over £5000. 

As of 12th March 2015, however, the cap has been removed on the fine amount that can be issued 

by magistrates, for more serious crimes. 

Crown Court 

The crown court is the second level in the criminal court system. In this court a verdict will be 

decided by a jury of 12 people randomly selected from the electoral roll. If the jury finds the 

defendant guilty, the judge will then decide the sentence terms. This could be anything from 6 

months to life imprisonment or an unlimited fine. Just like in the magistrate’s court, if there are any 

disagreements regarding the sentence, it can be appealed. If the case is appealed at this point it will 

be sent to the Court of Appeal. 

Court of Appeal 

The Court of Appeal, being the third level in the criminal court system, can set precedents. A 

precedent is a change that is made when a fault in the system is found; this must then be carried out 

by all courts below the court that set it. Meaning if the Court of Appeal was to set a precedent, the 

magistrate’s court and the crown court must follow that in the future. If there is a disagreement with 

the charges set by the Court of Appeal than a case will be taken to the Supreme Court.   

Supreme Court 

The Supreme Court is the highest level in the English court system and can also set precedents. The 

Supreme Court will also hear appeals from the Crown court but only on appeals made on a point of 

law. This is when there is a disagreement with the law that the defendant has been charged with. 

For example if a defendant is charged in the Crown court for murder but they believe the crime was 

only manslaughter the case would be brought before the Supreme Court. 

Appeals 
An appeal can be done for four reasons:  

• Can be appealed against a conviction 

• Against a sentence 

• At the point of law 
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• Unduly lenient sentence 

Anyone involved in a case can appeal a decision, however if someone is to plead guilty to their crime 

they can only appeal against sentencing. If a case is 

appealed it will travel up to the court above them in the 

hierarchy (unless appealed at a point of law, when it will 

immediately progress to the Court of Appeal.) 

The suspect may have the right to appeal due to two 

defining reason. Firstly the handling of the evidence may 

have affected the case. The evidence itself was stored 

together; this may have caused cross contamination, 

meaning his DNA would be found on all the evidence. 

Also the jury may have may a judgment on the suspect 

prior to the case. It is believed that a member of the jury 

brought in many newspaper fragments that included 

information on the suspect; meaning that he may have had a ‘trail by media’ instead of by the jury.  

AC 2.3 Key Influences 
Media 
By allowing the media to have an influence of the case it means that it can help to police identify a 

suspect and can also allow a large amount of publicity to a case; this could then encourage witnesses 

to come forward. However the media can change the facts of a case so that it sounds worse than it 

is. This can lead to a warped opinion by the public. If the case also has a lot of publicity it can lead to 

information being reviled to the public that the police maybe did not want reviling; this could be any 

suspects they have. This could lead to a suspect undergoing a trial by media.  

In the case in question the media had released the name and a picture of the suspect on trial. This 

meant that people, such as the judge and jury, already had a predefined opinion of the man on trial. 

Judiciary 
The judiciary within a case can provide a professional opinion meaning that a person should receive 

a fair trial. However everyone can mess up and judges are no different and can make human error. 

The judges also have a lot of power and control throughout a case at court. This means they can 

keep the case in order and can try and eliminate outside elements affecting the overall outcome of 

the case. On the other hand, a judge having this power and control can be a disadvantage if they are 

biased towards a suspect.  

Jury 
A jury can offer a diverse opinion from the public. This is due to the public being selected at random 

from the electoral register. However the public can easily be influenced by outside elements such as 

the media. This can then lead them to jump to a conclusion and not look at case facts.  

In regards to the case in question, one member of the jury can forward and informed the judge that 

someone else on the jury had brought in media articles on the suspect. The jury then spent much 
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time evaluating these and came to a conclusion based on what the media had said about the 

suspect.  

In this case the jury was not diverse; this could have led to the jury being biased towards the man on 

trial. It is stated that the jury was made up of 9 women and 3 men meaning there was not an equal 

mix of gender on the jury. If the jury was diverse then their verdict may have been different.  

Witness 
A witness can be a good influence in a case as they have a first-hand account of the event that took 

place. This can give the police information such as a description of the suspect. However people can 

easily forget information and key detail of an event. A witness may also be unbiased as they may not 

have an alternative motive. This means that information may not be warped. On the other hand 

people can be influenced by outside elements.  

In regards to the case in question the witness changed his story on many occasions. This could be 

due to the fact that there was a long period of time between questioning. In this time he could have 

easily of forgotten details regarding the case and may have had his opinion of the suspect warped by 

media influence. 

Evidence 
When collected appropriately, evidence can be the most reliable source. This is due to the fact that 

DNA evidence cannot lie. However when it is not stored or collected properly this evidence can 

become cross contaminated and will be tampered with. 

In the case in question there was two defining pieces of evidence found; the scarf and the trainers. 

However  these pieces of evidence where stored together meaning that the DNA from the scarf 

transferred onto the shoes and vice versa. This meant that overall the evidence should not have 

been used in court and it was unreliable. 

Barristers and Solicitors 
Barristers and solicitors are a good influence on a case as they have a professional opinion; however 

their motive is to win a case. This means that they may warp information to suit them and the 

person they are defending.  

Experts 
No expert is immune to human error meaning that not all facts regarding a case can be true. 

However they do have a professional opinion on certain parts of the case meaning they can 

influence the overall outcome. 

In the case in question the expert used was the profiler.  

AC 2.4 Rules of Evidence 
For a case to be valid many rules must be valid in regards to evidence. If a judge does not find the 

evidence as appropriate then it can be thrown out of court. Evidence may be provided by witnesses, 

documents and/or items and must be relevant to the case. All facts provided by the evidence must 

also relate to the facts of the case.  
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Relevance and Admissibility 
Evidence should always be relevant, reliable and admissible within court and all experts involved 

must ensure that evidence is dealt with correctly to ensure that the evidence is reliable in court. 

Examples of evidence can include semen, blood and/ or footprints. 

Unpinning Acts 

Criminal Justice Act (2003) 
The criminal Justice Act was established in 2003 and allows evidence to be written instead of 

spoken; however all evidence provided this way must go through certain procedures to ensure it is 

still reliable. 

Criminal Procedure and Investigations Act (1996) 
The Criminals Procedure and Investigations Act was established in 1996 and states that all evidence 

that is used in a case must be disclosed to the prosecutions. It also states that all personnel, such as 

witnesses and/ or experts, must provide their personal information to give evidence in a court of 

law. 

Hearsay Rule and Exception 
Hearsay is a statement made outside of court that can be repeated in court during a trial. This could 

be to prove the truth of a matter in question. However hearsay is not always deemed as reliable in 

court so may not be used.  

PACE Act 
The PACE act stands for the Police and Criminal Evidence Act and has a major part in the policing 

powers during an investigation. This includes such actions like searching a premises, taking DNA 

samples, and arresting a suspect.  

Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 
The youth justice and criminal evidence act introduced a range of measures that can be used to 

ensure that vulnerable and intimidated witnesses are able to provide the best possible evidence that 

can be used in a criminal case. 

Criminal Procedure Rule 
The criminal procedure rule governs the practice and procedure of the criminal court. The criminal 

procedure rule committee are responsible for providing rules that have to be followed in court. 

AC 2.5 Lay Personnel 
What are Lay Personnel? 
Lay personnel are used in just criminal court acting as both the magistrates and the jury. They are 

typically unpaid and untrained. The magistrates work within the magistrates court and decide the 

verdict and sentencing (unless it progresses onto crown court). The jury work within the crown court 

in criminal cases and in rare examples in the high court in civil cases. In summary lay personnel 

decide whether a defendant is guilty or not guilty. 
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A magistrate will hear 100% of preliminary cases; 97% of them cases to completion. A magistrate 

work within the magistrate’s court and have the power to sentence someone up to 6 months in 

prison or an unlimited fine. 

A jury is used in the crown court if a defendant pleads not guilty. All evidence in the court will be 

presented to a jury by both the prosecution and the defence. They will then come to a verdict 

whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty. 

Positives and Negatives 
InBrief stated that “The integration of lay people into the English legal system has been very 

successful”. This is due many contributing factors such as the fact that magistrates are unpaid 

making them a cheaper alternative to a judge. On the other hand the reason the judges receives 

payment is due to his education and training in the judicial practise. After expenses are factored in, 

the difference in cost is only marginal. (Bristow, 2011). 

Although there have been many attempts to make lay personal more diverse, this has not stopped 

magistrates facing a diversity crisis. Statistics show that in 2014, 55.5% of all magistrates were 60 

years old or over and only 15.9% of all magistrates were under the age of 50. (Transform Justice, 

2014). This shows that although a diverse approach is taken when employing magistrates, there is 

still some bias. This has an overall negative effect to the English court system as fewer perspectives 

are viewed in court. 

A magistrate is required to live or work near to the court where they will hear cases. This means they 

will have knowledge of local crime patterns and the social norms in that area. This is a positive 

contribution as it means there opinion on a case will vary depending on an area. 

A bias opinion is very unlikely when a defendant has presented their case to a jury, due to it being 

the opinion of 12 people (astrocourt, 2015). People who sit on a jury are randomly selected from the 

electoral register, meaning they can be from any social and financial background, making the jury 

highly diverse. A decision is made in private so no member of the court can influence the jury's 

decision however this does not always prevent outside influences. In some high profile cases the 

media can have a large influence on a jury's decision. In the Regina v West (1996) case, witnesses 

had sold their stories to the media, meaning that when it came to trial the jury had already made an 

opinion on the case, before having evidence presented to them. (dls, 2016) 

Like magistrates, the jury typically do not have any previous legal experience and also come at a very 

low cost. Whilst a jury can be cost efficient as only expenses are paid, the cost will rise as the 

duration of the case increases. The case needs to be explained fully and carefully so every member 

of the jury understands in order for them to come to an accurate verdict. This can make cases go on 

for longer meaning the court costs are higher. 

It is also believed that many ethnic minorities do not register to vote; this could be due to many 

defining factors, mainly being a language barrier. By not registering to vote this would mean that a 

large amount of ethnic minorities would not have the chance to be selected to participate in jury 

service. The language barrier would also affect their ability to assess a case. Overall this means that 

juries are not as diverse as they are believed to be. (6ixthform, 2008) 
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AC 2.6 Models of Criminal Justice 
The models of criminal justice were constructed by Herbert Packer, a Stanford university law 

professor.  

Crime Control Model 
The crime control model works to repress criminal activity. Some of the key concerns of the crime 

control model are that any legal difficulties that the police encounter should be eliminated, police 

powers should be extended, this would be to make it easier to progress with a case, and that the 

criminal justice should concentrate on ensuring that a victims’ rights of prioritised, instead of 

focusing on the defendants’ rights.  

Due Process Model 
The due process model works to protect a person’s rights and is a counterproposal to the crime 

control model. It argues such points like that the police powers should be limited, this is to prevent 

any oppression of an individual. It also argues that a government should not be able to hold a person 

guilty based on the facts alone, and should follow all legal procedures in its fact-finding.  

AC 3.1 Validity of Information 
In this piece of the report I will be assessing each appendix provided regarding the case in question. I 

will be discussing if I believe it to be a valid piece of information. 

Police Witness Statement (Appendix 4) 
The first witness statement was taken at the scene of the crime by a police officer on duty. This 

statement included information such as a brief outline of what the suspect looked like and his 

behaviour towards to witness. The witness identified a key piece of evidence which was the blue 

Nikes. This information was valid as it was accurate are current at the time it was taken. It also 

became useful regarding the collection of evidence. 

Witness Testimony (Appendix 8) 
Whilst in court the witness was asked questions by both the prosecution and the defence. Although 

the first part of the questioning was appropriate, during the second part the witness struggled to 

describe the man he saw in detail, even though he had picked him out of an identity parade. This 

information was not valid to use as the witness was unsure on what he saw. This may have been due 

to the time that had passed since the initial crime had taken place.  

Forensic Evidence (Appendix 9) 
To start with, it states at the bottom of the document that person who was doing the forensic 

analysis was only doing so with the purpose to find evidence that linked the suspect to the crime. 

This meant that any other DNA evidence found may have been undermined. This analysis was done 

so after the red scarf and the blue Nike trainers where stored incorrectly meaning that there could 

have been cross contamination. Any information found from these pieces of evidence where invalid 

and should not have been used in a court of law. 



Sophie Foyston Unit 5 

21 
 

However the report also identifies that the footprints that where found at the crime scene do match 

the tread of the blue Nike trainers. This is a valid piece of information and the suspect was seen 

wearing the trainers on the night of the crime.  

Profiler (Appendix 3) 
The profiler report was written up to give the police an idea of who they may have been looking for. 

The profiler who wrote the report was a professional and had an unbiased opinion of the case. Many 

facts of the profile met up with the suspect. This was a valid piece of information as it was 

professional and appropriate regarding the case.  

Newspaper Influence (Appendix 12) 
Appendix 12 includes many clippings from newspaper articles regarding the case. These articles 

revealed the name and a picture of the suspect. All of these articles seems to portray the suspect as 

guilty for the murder. This information is invalid as it is only the opinion of the media. This 

information may have been warped in order for the newspapers to sell more articles and to build on 

public fear.  

Facebook Investigation (Appendix 11) 
During the investigation of the case a Facebook investigation was done. This was after the 

recommendation of the criminal profiler in their report. This investigation included an officer going 

undercover to befriend the suspect in a hope to find information out regarding the suspect. During 

this investigation the police officer who was undercover asked the suspect many questions about 

‘how to pick up a girl at the park’ the overall result was the suspect stating that ‘girls that go to the 

park to pick up men are asking for it, if you know what I mean.’ This information could have been 

used within a court as it shows the suspect having hostility towards women and may have been used 

as evidence against him.  

Identity Parade 
Months after the initial crime the suspect was rearrested. Witnesses were called in to pick him out 

of an identity parade. The only witness to shows was the one who gave the first statement at the 

crime scene and he picked the suspect out. This was an invalid piece of information as a long amount 

of time had gone between the witness seeing the suspect and to the identity parade. Also between 

the two events, the media had released the name and a photo of the suspect meaning that the 

witness already had a picture in his mind as to who to pick out. 

AC 3.2 Conclusion 
I conclude that the suspect did not receive a fair trial and the outcome may not have been a true 

verdict. I believe this due to two defining factors: the mishandling of evidence and the misconduct of 

the jury. To start the evidence was stored incorrectly meaning any DNA that could have been on 

either the shoes or the scarf may have been transferred to each other. This could have resulted in 

cross contamination meaning the evidence was invalid. In regards to the jury, to start the jury was 

biased; this was due to it being made up of 9 women and 3 men. Also during the jury’s deliberations 

newspaper articles was brought in. This could have resulted in a trial by media as the suspects name 

and photos where revealed. Even though the judge had been made aware of this, nothing was done 

to prevent it meaning the suspect had an overall unfair trial.  



Sophie Foyston Unit 5 

22 
 

Reference Page 
InBrief (2016) Lay People and their Role in the English Legal System [Online] Available at 

http://www.inbrief.co.uk/legal-system/lay-magistrates-juries/ (Accessed: 31/10/2016). 

Richard Bristow (2011) Are professional judges better than lay magistrates? [Online] Available at 

https://www.theguardian.com/law/2011/nov/17/are-paid-judges-better-than-lay-magistrates 

(Accessed: 31/10/2016). 

Transform Justice (2014) Are magistrates facing a diversity crisis? [Online] Available at 

http://www.transformjustice.org.uk/are-magistrates-facing-a-diversity-crisis/ (Accessed: 

31/10/2016). 

astrocourt (2015) What are the pros and cons of juries in the English legal system? [Online] Available 

at http://www.enotes.com/homework-help/what-pros-cons-juries-english-legal-system-532815 

(Accessed: 31/10/2016). 

ELISSA HUNT (2012) Jurors used Ouija board in UK double murder trial [Online] Available at 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/jurors-used-ouija-board-in-uk-double-murder-

trial/story-fnat79vb-1226299734357 (Accessed: 31/10/2016). 

dls (2016) REGINA V WEST (ROSEMARY); CACD 3 APR 1996 [Online] Available at 

http://swarb.co.uk/regina-v-west-rosemary-cacd-3-apr-1996/ (Accessed: 31/10/2016). 

6ithform (2008) Juries - advantages and disadvantages [Online] Available at 

http://sixthformlaw.info/01_modules/mod1/1_5_lay_people/1_5_2_juries/12_adv_disadv_juries.ht

m (Accessed: 28/03/2017). 

 


