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Introduction 
Within this report we will be reviewing different arguments for and against a specialist taskforce, 

evaluating a range of sources and including different statistics and opinions and we will discuss how 

reliable the media actually is. This report will then finish with a conclusion as to whether a specialist 

taskforce should be set up. 

  



Sophie Foyston Unit 2 

6 
 

Glossary 
This report will use the following terms; 

• Fallacy 

A fallacy is a view on something that is not true; normally created due to bad representation 

of that subject. 

• Social Constructs 

Social constructs are the way that society creates social phenomena’s that are then made 

into traditions. 

• Norms 

Norms are informal standards set by society. 

• Bias 

Someone who has a bias opinion is more inclined to favour for or against a person or group. 

• Validity 

Validity is how valid something is. 

• Dark Figures of Crime 

Dark figures of crime are crime figures that go unrecorded by the police or are not reported 

by a victim. 

• Deviance 

A deviance is a person who goes against the norms of society; however does not always 

participate in criminal behaviour.  

• Ingenuity 

Can also be referred to ‘ingenious’, A person who is clever and/or original. 

• Parental Abductions 

A parental abduction is when a parent will take a child to a place without the consent of 

anyone else that may have parental rights to the child. 
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What is really going on? 

Appendix 1: Knowing the Risk (Hayes, 2004) 
The first source we have reviewed was an article from the BBC. The article had a simplistic layout 

meaning it was easy to follow. Although the BBC has an unbiased approach on the article and 

included many facts, not many statistics were used meaning it could have all been opinion based. 

The article was concise and straight to the point meaning it could be a good source to use as the 

information needed was not hidden amongst unnecessary information.  

The article itself does put many people in a bad light and creates a stereotype of paedophiles and 

people who kidnap children. By using an example of a sports coach, this could make people fear 

people who work within positions similar to a sports coach. This could in turn add to the stranger 

fallacy. The source also had no official sources as to where the information was received making it 

only semi reliable.  

Appendix 1 could support the idea of a specialist task force to help with child abductions as it 

encourages the idea that many children are in danger from strangers. By creating a specialist 

taskforce it could encourage people to watch out for the signs of a paedophile that are stated in the 

article. 

Appendix 2: Child Abductions up 45 per cent as Detection Rate Drops 

(Bennetto, 2004) 
Appendix 2 was written by Jason Bennetto for the independent newspaper back in 2004. The article 

itself is outdated meaning many of the facts and statistics stated may not be true to how the 

statistics are now. Also, being a newspaper, the article may be biased or unreliable to sell more 

papers. The facts used are also regurgitated meaning they may have been interpreted to suit the 

message the newspaper is trying to get across.  

The article, although extremely bulky, does include many real life cases backed up by facts and 

figures. It also goes into extreme detail about the point it is trying to get across and is wrote in a 

formal setting.  

Appendix 2 does not support the idea of a specialist task force as the article states “child snatching is 

still an extremely rare crime” and then further explains that statistics show the a child is more likely 

to have a relationship with the offender prior to the abduction. This goes against the specialist 

taskforce as the task force would be aimed at children abducted by strangers whereas this article 

states it is more likely to happen by someone the child knows. 

Appendix 3: Child Abductions, Key Protection Statistics (NSPCC, 2007) 
The NSPCCs main goal is to protect children and to prevent any form of abuse towards children, 

including abductions.  The article is easy to follow and informative. Unlike other articles used it is 

honest as to what the article is aiming at- this being to clear up to fallacy that all children kidnapped 

are also killed. However this may make the article over dramatized, as they want to get a message 

across.  
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The article is also outdated meaning the information, although collected by the NSPCC itself, may be 

irrelevant compared to today’s statistics. There is also a lack of information presented within the 

article; this could be due to the article being extremely short. 

Appendix 3 does not support the idea of a specialist taskforce. A specialist taskforce has been 

requested after a child’s body has been found, weeks after the child was abducted. However this 

article states that “the number of children abducted and murdered by strangers is almost certainly 

tiny”, meaning that the case in question is a rare one. The statistics stated in the article show that it 

would be unnecessary for a task force to be put in place.  

Appendix 4: Public Web Forum on Stranger Danger (WJEC resource) 
Appendix 4 is a collection of posts from a public web forum meaning they are all purely opinionated 

and over dramatized. The forum is also anonymous, meaning anyone can post in it; this means 

people have the option to voice their opinions without the judgment of others. By being anonymous 

anyone can post in the forum, meaning we have no idea who is putting their opinion across and the 

person behind the post may not be who they have stated. 

The forum post are however a good way to collect real people’s opinions on a situation and could 

give us an overall geographical opinion. The source itself is a primary source and gives us first-hand 

accounts of what the public are thinking.  

Appendix 4 supports a specialist taskforce as it shows us that people are worried for the safety of 

their children. IF a taskforce was in place it could make the public feel safe to allow their children to 

have more freedom. Snickerbar states in their forum post “the police need to do something serious 

about what is happening”. This shows us that people do not feel the police are doing enough; so if a 

taskforce was to be put in place the public would have more faith in the police.  

Appendix 5: Letter to the Editor of Local Newspaper (WJEC resource)  
Appendix 5 is a letter that a man, Mr S James, has written to his local newspaper making it 

unreliable. This is due to many facts such as it is over dramatized, no facts or figures and the actually 

accuracy of the account could be taken into question.  

However the letter is short, concise and straight to the point, making it easy to follow. Being a 

primary source it means this is someone’s personal opinion that has knowledge of the local area. But 

as stated before the accuracy of the letter may be taken into question as Mr S James have a personal 

grudge against Mr Smith, the suspected paedophile.  

Appendix 5 may support the specialist taskforce as, much like appendix 4, it shows people believe 

the police are not doing their job. By the introduction of a new taskforce this may prevent people 

from feeling like this. The letter itself does not include any facts on child abduction and is primarily 

based on the fact sex offenders and paedophiles should not be living in the community; a task force 

would make people feel safer by having people like this leaving near them.  
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Information Collection 

Victim Study 
A victim study is a form of questionnaire given the public. It asks is participants have been a victim of 

a crime over a fixed period of time.  

Positives and Negatives 

A victim study can give the police a geographic profile of crime. This can also show what crimes are 

more prevalent in certain areas. However this does mean that it will rely on the information 

provided and people may not be honest about being a victim of a crime. This can then result in the 

police not getting a true figure of the crimes.  

Victim studies are also anonymous. This can make people more confident about admitting to being a 

victim of crime. This also means that the police will not know how has been a victim if they report it 

on a victim study.  

A victim study is also an easy and cheap alternative of receiving crime figures. However this does 

mean that it relies on peoples responses. Participants are not obliged to fill in a victim study 

questionnaire, so if they are not filled in, the true figures of crime are not shown. 

Effects on Figures 

If participants are dishonest whilst filling out a victim study questionnaire, the police could end up 

with false statistics; meaning they can end up with unreliable data. Also if they do not respond at all 

then the figures will be untrue. 

Usefulness 

A victim study is useful as it can produce a geographic profile which can determine where and what 

crimes are more common in certain areas. This can result in better policing as the police will be able 

to focus where further PCSOs are needed.  

It can also show the police where different crimes are more likely to happen. For example, if a victim 

study shows that a lot of cars are getting broken into on a night time down a certain area, the police 

will be able to put officers down that area at a certain time to prevent this happening. 

Trends in crime will also become visible as a victim study will show what types of crimes are 

occurring. This will be useful as the police will know what crimes need to be focused on.  

Link to Case 

A victim study may be used in this case as the police will be able to determine if a similar crime has 

occurred in the surrounding area of the woodland.  

Police Recorded Crime (PRC) 
Police recorded crime, also known as PRC, are the police records of crime. Crimes that are reported 

to the police are recorded; however they are only recorded if the police determine it as a crime. 
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Positives and Negatives 

PRC can produce more accurate figures which can result in more reliable data. However not all crime 

may be reported to the police, and some crimes that are reported are not recorded as they are not 

seen as crimes.  

Effects on Figures 

Police recorded crime effects figures as they are more reliable and more trustworthy. However if 

police do not determine an action as a crime, it does not get recorded. This can result in certain 

patterns of crime that may be occurring may not be getting reviled.  

Usefulness 

PRC can be useful as it can identify certain trends in crime that may have been overlooked in the 

past. IT can also produce a way to link crimes that have occurs. An example of this would be that 

three houses down a street have had their sheds broken into in the same week. The police will be 

able to see that all three crimes are of the same nature and have occurred in the same area and will 

be able to link them; this could result in only one investigation instead of three, saving time and 

money. 

Link to Case 

This links to the case as the police recorded crime database will be able to show if anyone in the area 

has reported crimes of a similar nature.  

Self-Reporting Crime 
Self-reporting crime is a questionnaire to see if a person has committed a crime. These 

questionnaires are sent out to an area. 

Positives and Negatives 

These questionnaires are voluntary and confidential. This means peoples are not obliged to 

participate and can make them feel more relaxed about taking it. By being confidential participants 

are more likely to admit to committing a crime. On the other hand, by the questionnaires being 

voluntary people may not respond, meaning the police may not get a true view of what crimes are 

occurring.  

The questionnaires also go into a lot of detail meaning that if a person has committed a crime, it can 

give police a betting look into what happened in a case. However people may either over exaggerate 

or play down their story of a crime. This will give unrealistic figures. An example could be a person 

may have stolen 2 Mars bars from a shop; however they could say in a self-reporting crime 

questionnaire that they stole 10 to make themselves look better. By being confidential the police will 

find it hard to find the participant if they admit to a major crime.  

The questionnaires may also identify areas of improvement for the police. This could be that a lot of 

people admit to a certain crime; however the police do not have the same figures on their records.  

Effects of Figures 

A self-reporting crime questionnaire can revile unreported crime in that area. The police will then be 

able to compare the figures they have with the ones received from the questionnaires. This can 

show the police areas in which need improvement. 
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Overall the results found by the questionnaire may be unreliable, due to people not responding 

and/or lying on their response, this could then leave the police with unreliable statistics and figures.  

Usefulness 

A self-reporting crime questionnaire can be useful as it will show crimes people may have gotten 

away with; this could result in improvements that need to be made within the police being 

highlighted.  

It can also give police an idea of areas in which they need to focus on. An example is that shoplifting 

may be extremely common in an area however if not recorded by the police, this can result in the 

police being more focused on the specific crime.  

Link to Case 

This links to the case as it gives participant’s time to confess to any crimes they have committed and 

may reveal more information on the suspect. For example, if a person admits to following a child 

home from school, this can show the police they have someone in that area committing crimes like 

the one we are focusing on.  

Dark Figures of Crime 
Dark figures of crime are crimes that are not reported to the police and/or not recorded by the 

police. Due to these dark figures in crime, the statistics on crime are flowed and unreliable. Crimes 

may not be recorded by the police as they are not seen as serious crimes. 

Unreported Crime 

Crime is unreported for many reasons. One of these reasons is that people may be scared of the 

consequences of reporting a crime. Also people may have a lack of faith in the police; this could be 

due to fear of not being taken seriously or being worried the police may not pursue their case. 

People may also not recognise an action as a crime. 

Medias Reflection of Crime 
The public are unable to trust what the media says on crime statistics. The medias main goal is to sell 

papers so it may over exaggerate statistics to make them seem worse. This builds onto the public’s 

fear of crime. When we look at the statistics of child abduction, we seen that the majority of children 

abducted are done so by a family member, mainly parents. However the media only publish facts on 

children being abducted by strangers. 

Fallacies 

The media portrays different elements of statistics in ways that suit them. By doing this they add to 

many different fallacies. 

Strangers 

The media likes to portray that all child abductions are done by strangers. This builds a fear in the 

public that any stranger is a danger to their children; however true statistics show that most child 

abductions are done by parents. (GOV, 2012) 

Dramatic 

Like stated above, the media’s main goal is to sell more papers and/or to attract more of the public. 

To do this they will over dramatize events and statistics to attract more of the public. However if the 
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media was to publish the true statistics they would be at risk of losing business. For example the 

media may publish ‘Murder in Hull on the rise since 2015”. Although this may be true, the murder 

rates for 2015 could have been 5 whereas in 2016 they could have only been 6. But the media will 

focus on the fact that the rates are rising and never reveal by how much. 

What is Crime 

Criminal Behaviour 

Legal Definition 

“Criminal behaviour refers to conduct of an offender that leads to and including the commission of 

an unlawful act.” (USlegal, 2016) 

Social Definitions 

“The social definition of crime is that it is behaviour or an activity that offends the social code of a 

particular community.” (Bura,2012) 

Formal Sanctions 

The formal sanctions of criminal behaviour include things such as prison time, fines and community 

service. This severity of the sanction depends on the severity of the crime. For example if a person 

commits murder they can face up to life in prison; however if a person drops some rubbish they may 

only receive a fine.  

Variety of Criminal Acts 

Speeding 

Speeding is against the law as is puts others in danger.  

Prostitution 

Prostitution is illegal as it can put women’s lives at danger. It can also be linked to higher crime rates, 

drug use and homelessness. It also has links with human trafficking. (CPS,2004) 

Parking Tickets 

A person receives a parking ticket when their vehicle is parked in an undesignated parking space 

and/or they haven’t paid to park in a parking space. You can also receive a parking ticket for staying 

parked in a space longer than the time you have paid for. It is illegal to park in an undesignated area 

as it can cause obstructions and risks to pedestrians and/or other vehicles. 

Deviance 

Norms 

Norms are what society find acceptable. Norms change throughout time as the views on society 

change. For example in the 1940s being homosexual was a crime however as society became more 

excepting of homosexuality, the laws changed. 



Sophie Foyston Unit 2 

13 
 

Moral Codes 

Moral codes are standards of behaviour and a person’s principles of right and wrong. Some people 

can have good moral codes and some can have bad moral codes; this can affect the choices they 

make in life. 

Values 

Values are when a person considers something to be important and/or beneficial.  

Formal Sanctions 

Some forms of deviance are also criminal and these can result in legal sanctions such as fines or 

prison. 

Informal Sanctions 

Informal sanctions of being a deviance include social sanctions such as exclusion from activity’s or 

being a target of bullying. 

Forms of Deviance 

Some forms of deviances are alcoholics, homelessness and gamblers. Although these acts are not 

illegal they are looked down upon in society. 

Comparisons 

Similarity’s 

Both deviance and criminal behaviour goes against the norms of society meaning that a person 

involved in either could become social outcasts. Although all criminal behaviour can be classed as 

deviance, not all deviance is criminal behaviour. Some criminals that can be also classed as deviances 

by society include murderers, paedophiles and rapists.  

Differences 

When looking at deviance and criminal behaviour, although both have informal sanctions, they have 

different formal sanctions. IF a person if just a deviance to a community and/or in society, they will 

not be prosecuted as being a deviance is not illegal. However if a person partakes in criminal 

behaviour, which is illegal, they will face formal sanctions. 

Criminal behaviour can also create new sanctions from the government. For example, as time has 

progressed, women’s rights have changed; In the 1930s women had very few rights. However as 

times have changed and it have become more sociable acceptable for women to do the same as 

men, the laws alongside this have changed; like the right to vote.  

How Laws Change 

Culture 
Throughout different cultures we see laws change. This may be because different cultures have 

different beliefs and/or morals. An example of this would be women’s rights. In many cultures 

women are seen as below men; this affects their rights as they do not have the same rights as men. 

The Equality Act (2010) was put in place in the UK to prevent discrimination against women in such 

places as a work place. This was because many people where moving to the UK from cultures in 
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which women had less rights. In many cultures sexual harassment is not a crime and there are no 

laws to prevent it and to protect the victims.  

Time 
Laws change throughout time as the norms of society change. An example of this could be that in 

1948 approximately 82% of men in the UK smoked; this was because it was a norm of that time. 

However in 2007, smoking in a public place, such as pubs or shopping centres, became illegal. This is 

because the views of society towards people who smoke have changed; a reason for this could be 

due to how the media represents smoking as a bad thing.  

Another example of laws changing throughout time is that, until recently, a parent was not seen as 

being able to abduct their child. Many people’s views where that a parent had the right to take a 

child where they wanted, even if it was against the wishes of another person (e.g. separated 

parents). However laws have recently been put in place to prevent this happening and more support 

is in place for family’s where a parent abducts their child. 

Place 
Different places have different social norms meaning that the laws will change to be more relevant 

in an area. We can see this with the legal drinking age; in the UK it is 18 whereas the USA it is 21. 

This is because it is more acceptable for younger people to drink in the UK.  

Some laws are also not relevant in some area. In Africa it is illegal to participate in rhino poaching, 

however there are no laws in the UK against rhino poaching. The obvious reason for this is that 

rhinos do not live within the UK, unless in a zoo, where as they are extremely common within Africa. 

Circumstance 
Laws can change dependant on the circumstances surrounding a crime. An example of this could be 

euthanasia. Throughout time if a person was to assist a person in dying this would have been seen as 

murder, however now there are laws of their own surrounding the issues. 

Laws can also change dependent on the extent of a crime. For example if a person is to set a letter 

box on fire, it would be classed as arson. It would also be classed as arson if a person was to set a 

house on fire whilst people are inside. Because of the circumstances surrounding the crime are 

different the laws have changed and a person will get charged with different crimes, such as 

attempted murder, if they were to set a person’s house on fire, whilst people where inside.  

Another example could be if a person is a repeat offender. It is common that from basic crimes, such 

a theft, that a first time offence can get a smaller punishment than a repeat offender. 

Media Representation of Crime 

Fictional and Factual 

CSI/Crime Programs 

Many crime programs such as CSI or Criminal Minds will over exaggerate crimes. In these programs 

we see the teams involved always solving murders, rape or other big offences. We also see these 
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cases solved really quickly. Each case as well is dramatized to keep the viewers watching. In these 

programs we can see that crime is a major issue and that only really bad crimes ever take place. 

Real Life CSI 

In reality many crime scene investigation units only work with small cases. These can be cases such 

as a bar fight, or a house robbery. It is extremely rare that they will ever have to work on such cases 

like murders, or rapes. The crime programs that we see on the television put out on image to the 

public that there are constantly major crime occurring.  

For a real CSI unit, cases are a long process and gatherings and analysing things like DNA can take 

much longer than the actual evaluation of the crime scene. These programs show that cases can be 

solved quickly however the reality is that most CSI units don’t have the equipment to solve cases 

that fast.  

Left Wing Newspapers 

Left wing newspapers normally support such political parties like the Liberal Democrats and the 

Green Party. We also see that the left wing newspapers are normally more sympathetic towards the 

situations they are reporting about and include the more positive sides to the stories. When looking 

at them as resources we find that they include more accurate facts and sources. 

Right Wing Newspapers 

Right wing newspapers support such political parties like UKIP and the Conservatives. The reports 

they include are normally over exaggerated; this is to increase the fear of the population. We 

normally see that their reports are aggressive towards the subject of the report. As a resource, they 

use many warped figures; this is to also increaser the fear of the population. Right wing newspapers 

can make the public believe that crime is getting worse. 

Fallacies 

Age 

The media can make people believe that crime is primarily committed by the younger generations. 

This is done by linking crime to pictures of young people in hoodies. This can then create a stigma 

that all young people who wear hoodies are bad. In reality the people who are more likely to commit 

crimes are drug addicts or people who are lonely and have nothing else to do. 

In regards to the case the media makes people believe that all child abductions are done by ‘dirty old 

men’; where in reality most child abductions are done so by the child’s parents. This can create a 

stigma around old men as people may not trust them are may also start targeting them if a crime of 

that sort is committed in that area. 

Dramatic 

The dramatic fallacy is that most crime is horrific and gruesome, whereas most crimes that are 

committed are basic ones such as shop theft. The media also likes to portray that horrible crimes, 

such as murder and rape, are always being committed. This is because they want to build on a 

person’s fear.  
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Ingenuity 

The media may make us believe that all criminals are smart and will spend time premeditating their 

crimes; however true statistics show that most criminals are opportunistic, and will not plan out 

their crime beforehand. Most criminals have a low intelligence whereas the media would like us to 

believe they are smart.  

Class 

The class fallacy wants people to believe that most crimes are committed by poor people who have 

come from a poor background. This is not true though as criminals can come from any walks of life. 

The media also wants us to believe that crime is committed against people of a higher social 

standing whereas most crimes are committed against people who live in the same area of the 

criminals.  

This fallacy builds a stigma against people who are from a poor background and can make the public 

have less trust in them. 

Policing 

The media wants people to believe that all crime is always solved by the police. However the police 

can only solve cases to the best of their abilities and if a case does not have enough evidence or may 

have many issues, then the case may not be solved.  

The media also wants the public to believe that all cases are always solved to a brilliant standard. 

However police officers and detectives can make many human errors which may in turn result in a 

case not being solved, or the wrong person being charged with a crime.  

Stranger 

The stranger fallacy is that all crimes, such as child abduction, are committed by a person that the 

victim does not know. However it is believed that crimes such as burglaries are done by people who 

live in the same area.  

In regards to child abductions, it is proven that a high majority of children who are abducted are 

done so by a person they know, whether that be a parent, friend or a person in an authority 

position, like a teacher.  

New Task Force 
The public will be more willing to want a new task force. This is as the public’s perception of crime is 

not true and is based on fear.  This is because the media portrays all crime in a way that it makes the 

public have a fear of it.  

Public Perception 

Social and Moral Panic 
Stanley Cohem developed the idea that the media can create a ‘moral panic’. This was in response to 

the media representation of Mods and Rockers situation during the 1960s. It is believed that the 

media affects the views that society has on other parts of society; in regards to the Mods and 

Rockers, it started as a small event, however the media had over exaggerated the first story. This 
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meant that more policing was involved, and many Mods and Rockers from other parts of the country 

got involved. This resulted in large riots.  

The media uses many techniques to attract more people. This can be by doing such things as 

creating powerful headlines, and can over exaggerate a story. This will in turn make the public 

believe certain issues are more prevalent in society as they actually are. This can also make society 

more reactive to certain issues and can make them issues more common.  

Due to the development of current technology and social media applications, such as Facebook and 

Twitter, this means that it is not just the media that can cause social and moral panics. In 2011, 

London experience many large riots.  

Deviancy Amplification 
Deviancy Amplification was developed by Leslie Wilkins. It presents the idea that the constant 

reporting of crimes can make them seem worse and in some elements more important than other 

crimes. It is believed that the public only want to know off the worst crimes that are happening in an 

area; for example a newspaper is more likely to report on someone being murdered instead of a 

person’s house being broken into. This can result in minor deviant and/or criminal behaviour 

becoming more socially acceptable.  

Self-Fulfilling Prophecy 
By crimes being over exaggerated, this can result in them becoming self-fulfilling prophecies. A self-

fulfilling prophecy is a lot like the labelling theory in that the more a person or group of people are 

called something, the more likely they are to react upon that. An example of this is in regards to the 

Mods and Rockers. The media reported that there where riots between the two groups, when in fact 

it was only a small feud. This then resulted in many people from them groups getting involved and 

overall resulted in the large riots; much like the ones reported about before they happened.  

Conclusion 

Arguments For and Against 
Within this part of the report I am going to explore the many reasons for and against a new specialist 

taskforce being put in place. This task force would be focused on child abduction by strangers.  

To begin, if a new taskforce was to be put in place this could provide closure for parents who have 

had a child abducted. This task force would be able to focus on the crime and could revile some 

answers for the parents in to why their child was taken and who took their child. This could also 

result in many abductions being solved. On the other hand, statistics show that a large majority of 

children who are abducted are done so by their parents. It was reviled by the Foreign Office that 

there has been a rise of 88% of cases in which a parent has abducted a child (Gov, 2012). So by 

putting a new taskforce in place that would focus on stranger abductions, this could take the focus 

of the true statistics that not many child abductions are done by strangers.  

By having a specialist task force this could help in revealing statistics on the extent of these crimes 

and could reduce the amount of dark figures regarding this subject. This could also result in statistics 

being reduced overall and the ones that the public already have becoming clearer and more 
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accurate. However when we look at current stats, the public do not get a true representation. This is 

due to many factors such as, parental child abductions not being reported resulting in dark figures of 

crime, and the media will also exaggerate the statistics to build on the fear factor of the public. A 

new task force may not be needed to target this crime, as the child abduction may actually be rare, 

however the public may think over wise do to media representation.  

Due to many reasons, the public do not have much faith in the police service and the government. 

By setting up a new taskforce this could help prevent that and could result in the public having more 

trust towards the police. A new taskforce will show people that the police and the government are 

trying to do something in regards to child abductions. A specialist task force may also make people 

feel safer within their areas as it could make them believe that crimes, like child abduction, can be 

prevented. In spite of this, to set up a new task force would cost a lot of money. This would be due 

to having to train police up in specialist areas and having the hire other specialist officers. The 

money to do this would be taken out of the public’s tax money, meaning in turn that anyone who 

pays tax would be paying for this taskforce. Although some members of the public may be in favour 

of this, some may also not be. If the taskforce also does not work then it could be seen as a waste of 

time and money. It could also result in the public not trusting the police even more if the task force 

does not work. 

By creating a new task force, this could change the public’s opinion on child abduction and how they 

perceive it. By this, I mean that the public may not be are scared of it as they are now. This could 

then reduce the moral panics regarding child abduction. At the moment the media will over 

exaggerate any story regarding child abduction; however if a task force was to be put in place, this 

could mean that the media will not build up such a fear around these situations. However moral and 

social panic could still occur. An example of this could be that if a child is to go missing whilst this 

task force is in place, and they are unable to find them, this could lead to a media frenzy in which 

they could make the public believe that this taskforce does not work at all. By setting up a taskforce, 

small situations can become escalated. 

The new task force would be focused on child abduction by strangers; this could then result in 

certain issues being uncovered that the police may not be away of are happening. The new task 

force could be able to find out why children are being abducted and the circumstances in which the 

child was abducted. This could highlight areas in which need focusing on. Nonetheless if a taskforce 

is put in place that focuses on stranger abductions, it may also result in no new statistics being 

shown. At the moment the statistics on child abductions are still really low, meaning a taskforce may 

be focusing on the wrong areas. 

Final Conclusion 
I conclude that a new taskforce should be put in place however this taskforce should focus on all 

child abductions including parental abductions, instead of just stranger abductions. This would mean 

that all areas are being focused on. I believed this should be in place as the statistics show that the 

majority of child abductions are done so by a parent; so by focusing on all child abductions it can 

help prevent and solve all cases, instead of a low majority of them.  
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